
Katoomba	Baptist	Church	Bulletin	
Oh,	magnify	the	Lord	with	me,	and	let	us	exalt	His	name	together.	Psalm	34:4	

41	Waratah	Street,	Katoomba	NSW	2780.	 	 December	2020/January	2021.	
Pastor:	Steve	Cooper.	Contact:	mob.	0451	954	675;	email	cooper.steve.j@gmail.com.	
Sunday	service,	10am.	Christmas	Day	service,	9.30am.	
Katoomba	Baptist	Church	website:	https://katoombabaptist.org.au;	Sunday	messages	on	You	Tube.	
Bible	Study:	Second	and	Fourth	Wednesday	of	the	month.	In	the	church	hall,	not	on	Zoom.	There	will	
be	no	Bible	studies	in	January	but	they	will	resume	on	Wednesday	February	10,	2021.	
Church	prayer	meeting:	Each	Saturday,	9am.	Prayer	for	Israel:	Third	Friday	of	the	month,	1.30pm.	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
From	the	Pastor		
	 At	this	time	of	the	year,	the	Christian	Church	celebrates	the	season	of	Advent.	The	four	Sundays	before	
Christmas	Day	are	part	of	this	season.	The	word	Advent	is	derived	from	the	Latin	word	adventus,	which	means	
‘coming’.	This	is	a	season	when	we	wait	expectantly.	Like	Mary,	we	celebrate	the	coming	of	the	Christ	child,	what	
God	has	already	done.	And	we	wait	in	expectation	for	the	full	coming	of	God’s	reign	on	earth	and	for	the	return	of	
Christ,	what	God	will	yet	do.	As	we	wait,	we	prepare,	pray,	and	show	compassion	to	those	who	suffer	and	feel	
abandoned.	
	 The	Christmas	Carol	‘O	Holy	Night’	contains	these	words:	‘the	weary	world	rejoices’.	As	I	think	about	this	
past	year	of	2020,	it	has	been	an	anxious,	frustrating,	sad	and	weary	experience	for	so	many.	We	are	tired	from	
all	 that	 bushfires	 and	 COVID-19	 have	 done	 to	 us.	 Yet,	 as	we	 come	 into	 the	 Advent	 season	 this	 year,	 there	 is	
reason	to	rejoice!	Jesus	has	come,	and	God	intensified	his	rescue	plan	to	deal	with	sin	and	death.	The	Lord	Jesus	
will	come	again,	to	establish	his	eternal	kingdom	of	justice,	love	and	peace.	We	have	good	reasons	to	resolve,	as	
Habakkuk	did:	‘I	will	rejoice	in	the	LORD,	I	will	take	joy	in	the	God	of	my	salvation’	(Hab.	3:18).	
	 At	Katoomba	Baptist	Church,	we	want	to	 focus	on	why,	during	this	season,	a	weary	world	can	rejoice.	
Here	are	some	of	the	plans	we	have:	
	 A	preaching	series	on	Matthew	1	(the	family	ancestry	and	birth	of	Jesus),	during	our	Sunday	services	
on	December	13	and	20	and	on	Christmas	Day.	
	 Upper	 Mountains	 Carols,	 run	 for	 the	 community	 by	 the	 Combined	 Upper	 Mountains	 Churches,	 on	
Saturday	19	December,	 from	5pm.	Location	 is	 the	KCC	Oval,	opposite	Scenic	World.	Come	along,	 invite	 family,	
friends	and	neighbours!	
	 KBC	Christmas	lunch	at	Katoomba	RSL,	12noon	on	Sunday	20	December.	
	 Christmas	 Day	 Service	 (25	 December)	 at	 9am.	 All	 the	 offering	 will	 be	 donated	 to	 Bible	 League	 to	
provide	Bibles	for	persecuted	Christians.		
	 Let’s	 be	 praying	 that	 God	will	 use	 this	 Advent	 season	 to	 enable	 a	weary	world	 to	 rejoice	 –	 and	 that	
includes	you	and	me!	
	 Your	companion	on	the	journey,	
	 Pastor	Steve	Cooper	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Have	you	thought	about	becoming	a	Christian?	
Becoming	a	Christian	means	entering	into	a	relationship	with	God.	Our	sin	and	guilt	blocks	that	relationship.	God	
offers	 the	 free	 gift	 of	 his	 love	 and	 forgiveness.	 To	 receive	 that	 gift,	 we	must	 take	 a	 step.	 The	 step	 begins	 by	
acknowledging	that	Jesus	is	God’s	Son,	the	Saviour,	Rescuer	and	King.	We	turn	away	from	sin	and	rebellion.	We	
trust	in	Jesus,	who	died	in	our	place	and	was	raised	to	endless	life,	conquering	sin	and	death.	We	receive	God’s	
gifts	of	forgiveness	and	new	life.	We	commit	to	follow	Jesus	as	our	Lord.	If	you’d	like	to	find	out	more,	or	take	
this	step	of	entering	a	right	relationship	with	God,	please	contact	Pastor	Steve.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Upper	 Mountains	 Carols	 (Sat	 19	 December).	 This	 community	 event	 is	 organised	 by	 the	 Combined	 Upper	
Mountains	Churches,	including	ours.	As	a	church,	our	Treasurer	has	sent	$250	to	contribute	to	costs	of	running	
the	event	(sound,	stage,	children’s	programme,	BBQ,	leaflets	etc.).	If	you	would	like	to	make	a	personal	donation,	
please	place	money	 in	an	envelope	marked	 ‘Carols’	and	give	 it	 to	Rhonda.	Volunteers	are	needed	 to	help	with	
parking	on	the	oval	and	COVID	safety	monitors.	If	you	would	like	to	volunteer,	see	Pastor	Steve.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Please	pray		

• for	our	Pastor	Steve,	for	the	Lord	to	guide	him	and	bless	his	ministry.	
• that	the	Lord	will	minister	to	all	who	are	undergoing	trials	and	suffering,	here	and	everywhere.	
• for	Israel,	for	the	“Peace	of	Jerusalem”	(Ps	122:6)	and	for	the	Gospel	there	“To	the	Jew	first.”	(Rom	1:16).	
• for	our	persecuted	brothers	and	sisters	in	nations	rich	and	poor	and	for	those	who	persecute	them.	
• for	the	people	whose	livelihoods	have	been	impacted	by	the	Coronavirus,	the	drought	and	fires.	
• for	revival	in	our	community,	state,	nation,	and	throughout	the	world,	and	for	our	faith	to	increase.	
• that	the	Lord	will	help	us	to	use	our	gifts	for	His	glory	and	to	share	the	Gospel	with	others.	
• that	the	Lord	will	draw	to	Him	our	unsaved	loved	ones	and	all	for	whom	we	have	a	burden.	
• for	missions	to	be	fruitful,	especially	those	we	support	as	a	church,	and	for	the	preservation	of	converts.	
• that	we	continue	to	grow	in	Christian	love	as	a	church,	serving	the	Lord	and	each	other.		
• Maranatha!	(“Come,	O	Lord!”)		

	“Rejoice	always,	pray	without	ceasing,	in	everything	give	thanks:		
for	this	is	the	will	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	for	you”	(1	Thessalonians	5:16-18).	



"Once	in	our	world,	a	stable	had	something	in	it	that	was	bigger	than	our	whole	world."	[C.S.	Lewis]	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
From	Global	Recordings	Network	journal,	DEC	2020	–	JAN	2021	issue,		
[https://storage.googleapis.com/grn-static/docs/au/Every-Language-2020-12-Dec.pdf]	
“Rejoice	in	Difficult	Times”	(James	4:13-17)	by	Christine	Platt,	CEO	of	GRN	
	 I	 am	 thankful	 for	 the	 opportunity	we	 have	 had,	 thanks	 to	 generous	 donations,	 to	 help	 our	GRN	 families	
around	 the	world.	Many	have	 faced	 high	 inflation,	 difficulty	 getting	 around	 safely,	 and	 the	 challenge	 of	working	
from	home.	It	has	been	a	privilege	to	stand	with	them	in	prayer	and	practical	support.		
	 It	has	been	exciting	to	see	recording	and	distribution	opportunities	appear.	More	than	half	a	million	hours	
of	recordings	have	been	downloaded	in	some	months	and	the	overall	increase	in	downloads	has	been	of	an	order	of	
magnitude.	New	recordings	have	been	made	 in	 several	 countries	across	Africa	and	Asia,	and	 research	visits	have	
been	carried	out	in	others.	Some	of	this	has	been	with	unreached	people	groups	in	hostile	locations.		
	 One	 exciting	 development	 in	 an	 Asian	 country	 is	 a	 Christian	 community	 interested	 in	 a	missions	 course	
which	 introduces	 the	 church	 to	 their	 responsibility	 to	 reach	 the	 lost	 tribes	 living	 in	 their	nation.	A	 few	years	ago	
churches	had	no	interest	in	this	course;	a	few	weeks	ago	our	team	had	50	people	attend	a	three-day	mission	camp.		
	 Praise	God!		
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Birthdays.	December:	Stan	W	3rd,	Elaine	K	4th,	Rhonda	O	19th,	Elisabeth	A	25th,	Jemima	W	31st.	
January:	Anne	P	9th,	Kristy	G	11th,	Jenny	N	17th.	
May	the	Lord	bless	you	abundantly	on	your	special	day	and	through	the	year	ahead	in	your	walk	with	Him.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Spurgeon	on	Christ	manifest	in	the	flesh	
...	 all	 the	works	 of	 God’s	 hands	 do	 not	 glorify	 Him	 so	much	 as	 the	 gift	 of	 His	 dear	 Son,	 that	 all	 creation	 and	 all	
providence	do	not	 so	well	 display	 the	heart	 of	Deity	as	when	He	gives	His	Only	Begotten	and	 sends	Him	 into	 the	
world	that	men	may	live	through	Him.	...	What	grace,	and	yet	what	justice!	For	it	was	in	the	Person	of	that	newborn	
child	that	the	law	must	be	fulfilled,	and	in	His	precious	body	must	vengeance	find	recompense	for	injuries	done	to	
divine	 righteousness.	 All	 the	 attributes	 of	 God	 were	 in	 that	 little	 child	 most	 marvelously	 displayed	 and	 veiled.	
Conceive	the	whole	sun	to	be	focused	to	a	single	point	and	yet	so	softly	revealed	as	to	be	endurable	by	the	tenderest	
eye	—	even	thus	the	glorious	God	is	brought	down	for	man	to	see	Him,	born	of	a	woman.	Think	of	 it.	The	express	
image	 of	 God	 in	mortal	 flesh!	 The	Heir	 of	 all	 things	 cradled	 in	 a	manger!	Marvelous	 is	 this!	 Glory	 to	 God	 in	 the	
highest!	He	has	never	revealed	Himself	before	as	He	has	manifested	Himself	in	Jesus.	
[Charles	Spurgeon,	from	the	sermon	“Christmas:	The	Great	Birthday”]	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Prayer	for	Israel:	Friday	December	18th	&	January	15,	1.30pm	(contact	Irene	Robertson	for	venue	details.)	
“But	you,	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	though	you	are	little	among	the	thousands	of	Judah,	yet	out	of	you	shall	
come	 forth	 to	Me	 the	One	 to	be	Ruler	 in	 Israel,	whose	 goings	 forth	 are	 from	of	 old,	 from	everlasting.”	
[Micah	5:2]	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Giving:	 Please	 remember	 that	 you	 can	 give	 online	 to	 Katoomba	Baptist	 Church	 at	 BSB	 704-922	 and	Account	
Number	100008926.	Thank	you	for	your	faithful	commitment	to	giving.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Contributions	welcome:	The	KBC	bulletin	 is	available	in	print	on	the	first	Sunday	service	of	the	month	and	a	
longer	PDF	version	of	the	Bulletin	is	on	the	church	website:	https://katoombabaptist.org.au/library/bulletins/.	
Contributions	and	enquiries	can	be	made	to	the	editor,	Bill	Fewer	(email:	hillbillyfewer@gmail.com).		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
From	the	Editor	
	 Christmas	is	nearly	upon	us	and	what	a	year	it	has	been!	Hopefully	after	the	pre-Christmas	rush	is	over	
we	all	can	stop	and	reflect	on	what	has	happened	in	our	lives	and	in	the	world	the	past	twelve	months.	I	must	
confess	to	having	ambivalent	feelings	about	Christmas.	Family	and	friends	get	together,	little	children	get	excited	
and	there	is	much	happiness.	But	the	commercialism	and	greed	depress	me,	as	does	the	blatant	disregard	of	the	
Christian	 hope	—	 the	 main	 reason	 why	 we	 should	 celebrate	 Christmas.	 In	 the	 New	 Testament	 there	 are	 no	
instructions	for	the	church	to	formally	celebrate	the	Lord’s	birth.	The	December	25th	day	came	from	Roman	and	
other	pagan	origins	and	so	it’s	not	surprising	to	see	how	it	can	be	a	time	when	secular	festivity	competes	with	
Christian	observance.	It’s	pathetic	that	Santa	Claus	gets	more	attention	than	the	Lord	Jesus	at	Christmas!		
	 However,	 despite	 these	 misgivings,	 Christmas	 for	 the	 believer	 is	 a	 time	 of	 worship,	 praise	 and	
fellowship.	It’s	a	time	when	we	accept	with	heartfelt	thanks	and	wonder	the	greatest	gift	of	all:	God’s	gift	of	His	
Son	 to	a	 fallen	world.	 It’s	 a	 time	 to	honour	 the	birth	of	 the	greatest	person	who	ever	was	born:	our	Lord	and	
Saviour,	Jesus	Christ.	A	time	to	share	the	love	of	Christ	with	others	and	pray	that	He	will	draw	the	lost	to	Him.		
	 This	Christmas	may	you	be	blessed	with	the	 love	of	 family	and	friends,	may	you	experience	the	 joy	of	
knowing	that	you	belong	to	the	family	of	believers,	that	you	are	a	beloved	child	of	God.	And	remember	that	the	
Son	of	God	was	born	in	the	most	humble	of	surroundings	so	that	the	prophecy	would	be	fulfilled:	“They	shall	call	
His	name	Immanuel:	‘God	with	us.’”	(Matt:1:23).	Amen!	He	is	indeed!	What	hope	could	we	have	without	Him?	
	 Your	brother	in	Christ,	Bill.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	dwelt	among	us,	and	we	beheld	His	glory,	
	the	glory	as	of	the	only	begotten	of	the	Father,	full	of	grace	and	truth.		

[John	1:	14]	



	
	 	 Katoomba	Baptist	Church	Bulletin	Online	Extra	
	
	
*	Please	note	that	to	access	websites	referred	to	in	the	Bulletin,	please	copy	and	paste	the	link	into	the	
address	bar	of	your	web	browser.*	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
“When	you	say,	‘Doctrine	doesn’t	matter;	what	matters	is	that	you	live	a	good	life,’	that	is	a	doctrine.	It	is	
called	the	doctrine	of	salvation	by	your	works	rather	than	by	grace.	It	assumes	that	you	are	not	so	bad	
that	 you	need	 a	 Savior,	 that	 you	 are	not	 so	weak	 that	 you	 can’t	 pull	 yourself	 together	 and	 live	 as	 you	
should.	You	are	actually	espousing	a	whole	set	of	doctrines	about	the	nature	of	God,	humanity,	and	sin.	
And	the	message	of	Christmas	is	that	they	are	all	wrong.”	
	
[Tim	Keller,	‘Hidden	Christmas:	The	Surprising	Truth	Behind	the	Birth	of	Christ’,	Viking,	2016,	p.131.]	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
From	Baptist	World	Aid	website		
[https://baptistworldaid.org.au/appeals/christmas-appeal/]	
	
Be	Hope	This	Christmas	
Help	families	survive	covid	and	build	new	livelihoods	so	they	can	be	free	of	poverty!	
	
	
ONE	CHILD	CAN	HAVE	A	BIG	IMPACT		
	
“For	unto	us	a	child	is	born.	Unto	us	a	son	is	given”	
	
Over	 two	 thousand	 years	 ago,	 few	people	 understood	 the	 impact	 the	 birth	 of	 Jesus	would	have	 on	humanity.	 Yet	
despite	his	humble	circumstances,	he	became	the	hope	of	the	world.	
	
Today	 you	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 bless	 other	 children	 in	 humble	 circumstances…	 bringing	hope	 to	 their	
world.	
	
Think	of	children	like	Flower	from	Cambodia.	She	knows	what	it	means	to	go	without	–	without	food,	without	clean	
water,	without	protection	from	disease.	She	also	knows	that,	without	help,	she	will	end	up	like	her	parents.	Stuck	in	
an	endless	cycle	of	poverty.	A	future	without	hope.	
	
Especially	once	covid	hit…	
“My	mother	needs	to	find	money	to	buy	for	our	food.	But	she	cannot	do	that	because	she	is	afraid.	She	cannot	sell	the	
vegetables	that	we	planted	to	the	market.”	
	



That’s	why	your	help	is	needed	urgently.	Because	of	generous	people	like	you,	children	can	have	hope	for	a	bright	
future.	
	
This	Christmas	you	can	Be	Hope	for	those	like	Flower	and	her	family.	This	Christmas	you	can	give	a	gift	that	
will	be	a	blessing	for	many	generations.	Your	generosity	will:	
	

✓ Bless	families	and	communities	through	new	livelihoods	for	families	like	Flower’s!	
✓ Bless	communities	with	PPE	to	keep	children,	families	and	health	workers	safe	from	covid!	
✓ Bless	families	breaking	out	of	generational	poverty	so	children	like	Flower	can	follow	their	dreams!	

	
As	we	celebrate	God’s	gift	of	hope	to	us	this	Christmas,	will	you	reach	out	and	Be	Hope	 to	others	 like	Flower?	
They	desperately	need	your	help.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Prayer	service	in	our	church	next	year	in	March	—	Joy	Cooper	
	
We	will	 be	 hosting	 the	World	Day	 of	 Prayer	 service	 2021	on	 5	March	 10-11am	 at	 KBC.	 The	 service	 has	 been	
written	by	the	Christian	women	of	VANUATU.	Note	the	date	and	plan	to	come	and	learn	about	Vanuatu	and	to	
pray	together	and	to	give	money	to	the	Bible	Society	project:	Trauma	Healing	through	the	Bible,	 for	women	in	
Vanuatu.	Joy	Cooper	will	be	organising	the	event	and	it	is	open	to	anyone	of	the	Upper	Mountains.	
Contact	her	if	you	would	like	to	know	more	or	to	help	in	organising	the	morning.	
Ph:	0416	770	848.		Email:	joy.f.cooper@gmail.com	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
From	Stephen	Downie,	Redeemer	Ministries	
	
REDEEMER	MINISTRIES	 is	 now	 one	 year	 old	 and	 by	 the	 grace	 of	 God	we	 continue	 in	 the	work	 of	 releasing	 the	
oppressed,	 proclaiming	 freedom,	 recovery	 of	 sight,	 the	 good	 news	 and	 proclaiming	 the	 year	 of	 the	 Lord	 as	 Jesus	
spoke	of	in	Luke	4:18,19.	So	far	there	are	19	families	released	from	the	Brick	Kilns	of	Pakistan	and	17	families	are	
now	practicing	Christians.	There	will	be	more	families	to	be	released	into	the	community	of	Pakistan	in	the	coming	
days.	There	are	16	Christian	schools	in	the	Brick	Kilns	with	more	to	come.	There	are	two	Mobile	Medical	Vans	with	
Volunteer	Doctors	visiting	the	Brick	Kilns	and	another	2	Mobile	Medical	Vans	to	come.	(There	are	20,000	Brick	Kilns	
in	Pakistan	with	an	average	of	80	-	100	people	in	each	Brick	Kiln).	
	
This	ministry	has	not	been	achieved	by	goal	setting	or	outcomes	but	is	entirely	donor	driven	and	under	the	guidance	
of	 our	Lord.	 In	 the	Gospels	we	 see	 Jesus	preaching	 the	Word	and	 showing	 compassion	 to	 the	people.	REDEEMER	
MINISTRIES	is	the	Lord's	work.	
	
It	is	wonderful	to	see	the	smiles	on	the	faces	of	people	who	were	once	slaves.	We	want	the	redeemed	people	to	show	
incentives	 to	 work	 and	 have	 the	 dignity	 of	 providing	 for	 their	 family.	 We	 do	 not	 want	 to	 encourage	 a	 welfare	
mentality.	The	redeemed	families	are	under	the	care	of	the	evangelical	Church	in	Pakistan.	
	
Banking	details:	
WESPAC	
BSB	-	032516	
ACCOUNT	-	316029	
	
Ordinary	mail:	
Redeemer	Ministries	
5a	Macquarie	Road	
MORISSET	PARK	NSW	2264	
	
REFLECTION:	
In	some	ways	it	is	more	difficult	to	communicate	the	gospel	to	Australian	society	than	it	is	to	a	place	like	Pakistan,	
South	America	or	Communist	countries.	The	Bible	begins	by	assuming	God	exists.	You	come	to	the	Psalms	and	you	
find	 the	Bible	 saying:	 "The	heavens	declare	 the	glory	of	God."	Psalm	19.	There	 is	 a	 growing	number	of	 people	 in	
Australia	who	do	not	believe	God	exists.	Some	say	if	God	exists	it	makes	no	difference.	Some	people	are	so	distracted	
they	go	through	life	without	the	importance	of	faith	crossing	their	mind.	
	
The	COVID19	period	has	reminded	us	of	how	people	have	had	to	die	alone.	It	is	this	profound	aloneness	that	will	not	
go	away.	That	is	why	we	rejoice	in	the	truth,	as	believers	in	Christ:	"In	Him,	we	live	and	move	and	have	our	being."	
Acts	17:28.	
	
Sincerely	yours	in	Christ	
Stephen	Downie	
REDEEMER	MINISTRIES	
0400475921	 	



	

	
	

	
	

	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	 	



	
“Mary,	blessed	among	women”	 	 John	MacArthur	
	
[Sourced	 from	 John	MacArthur,	Twelve	Extraordinary	Women:	How	God	shaped	women	of	 the	Bible	and	
what	He	wants	to	do	with	you,	Thomas	Nelson,	Nashville,	2005,	pp.	113-6,	119-20.]	
	
	 We	have	seen	throughout	this	book	how	numerous	godly	women	in	Mary’s	ancestry,	going	all	the	way	back	
to	Eve,	had	fostered	the	hope	of	being	the	one	through	whom	the	Redeemer	would	come.	But	the	privilege	came	at	a	
high	 cost	 to	Mary	 personally,	 because	 it	 carried	 the	 stigma	 of	 an	 unwed	pregnancy.	 Although	 she	 had	 remained	
totally	and	completely	chaste,	the	world	was	bound	to	think	otherwise.	Even	Joseph	assumed	the	worst.	We	can	only	
imagine	 how	 his	 heart	 sank	when	 he	 learned	 that	Mary	was	 pregnant,	 and	 he	 knew	 he	was	 not	 the	 father.	 His	
inclination	was	 to	 divorce	 her	 quietly.	 He	was	 a	 righteous	man	 and	 loved	 her,	 so	 Scripture	 says	 that	 he	was	 so	
shaken	by	the	news	of	her	pregnancy	that	at	first	he	saw	no	option	but	divorce.	Then	an	angel	appeared	to	him	in	a	
dream	and	reassured	him	:	“Joseph,	son	of	David,	do	not	be	afraid	to	take	to	you	Mary	your	wife,	for	that	which	is	
conceived	in	her	is	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	she	will	bring	forth	a	Son,	and	you	shall	call	His	name	JESUS,	for	he	will	
save	His	people	from	their	sins”	(Matt.	1:20-21	NKJV).	
	 ...	 There’s	 no	 evidence	 that	 Mary	 ever	 brooded	 over	 the	 effects	 her	 pregnancy	 would	 have	 had	 on	 her	
reputation.	She	instantly,	humbly,	and	joyfully	submitted	to	God’s	will	without	further	doubt	or	question.	She	could	
hardly	have	had	a	more	godly	response	to	the	announcement	of	Jesus’	birth.	It	demonstrated	that	she	was	a	young	
woman	of	mature	 faith	and	one	who	was	a	worshiper	of	 the	 true	God.	Her	great	 joy	over	 the	Lord’s	plan	 for	her	
would	soon	be	very	evident.	
	 	
	 MARY’S	RESPONSE	OF	WORSHIP	
	
	 Mary,	filled	with	joy	and	bubbling	over	with	praise,	hurried	to	the	hill	country	to	visit	her	beloved	relative,	
Elizabeth.	There’s	no	suggestion	that	Mary	was	fleeing	the	shame	of	her	premature	pregnancy.	It	seems	she	simply	
wanted	 a	 kindred	 spirit	 to	 share	 her	 heart	 with.	 The	 angel	 had	 explicitly	 informed	 Mary	 about	 Elizabeth’s	
pregnancy.		...	While	Elizabeth	was	much	older,	maybe	even	in	her	eighties,	and	had	always	been	unable	to	conceive,	
and	Mary	was	at	the	beginning	of	life	—	both	had	been	supernaturally	blessed	by	God	to	conceive.	It	was	a	perfect	
situation	for	the	two	women	to	spend	time	rejoicing	together	in	the	Lord’s	goodness	to	both.		
	 Elizabeth’s	 immediate	 response	 to	 the	 sound	 of	Mary’s	 voice	 gave	Mary	 independent	 confirmation	 of	 all	
that	the	angel	had	told	her.	Scripture	says,	
	

It	happened,	when	Elizabeth	heard	the	greeting	of	Mary,	 that	the	babe	 leaped	in	her	
womb;	and	Elizabeth	was	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	Then	she	spoke	out	with	a	 loud	
voice	and	said,	“Blessed	are	you	among	women,	and	blessed	is	the	fruit	of	your	womb!	
But	why	 is	 this	 granted	 to	me,	 that	 the	mother	of	my	Lord	 should	 come	 to	me?	For	
indeed,	as	soon	as	the	voice	of	your	greeting	sounded	in	my	ears,	the	babe	leaped	in	
my	womb	for	 joy.	Blessed	is	she	who	believed,	 for	there	will	be	a	fulfilment	of	those	
things	which	were	told	her	from	the	Lord.”	(Luke	1:41-45	NKJV)	

	
	 Elizabeth’s	message	 was	 prophetic,	 of	 course,	 and	Mary	 instantly	 understood	 that.	 ...	 Mary	 replied	 with	
prophetic	words	of	her	own.	Her	saying	is	known	as	the	Magnificat	(Latin	for	the	first	word	of	Mary’s	outpouring	of	
praise).	 It	 is	 really	a	hymn	about	 the	 incarnation.	Without	question,	 it	 is	a	 song	of	unspeakable	 joy	and	 the	most	
magnificent	psalm	of	worship	 in	 the	New	testament.	 It	 is	 the	equal	of	any	Old	Testament	psalm,	and	 ...	 it	bears	a	
strong	 resemblance	 to	Hannah’s	 famous	 hymn	 of	 praise	 for	 the	 birth	 of	 Samuel.	 It	 is	 filled	with	messianic	 hope,	
scriptural	language,	and	references	to	the	Abrahamic	covenant:	
	

And	Mary	said:	
“My	soul	magnifies	the	Lord,	
And	my	spirit	has	rejoiced	in	God	my	Savior.	
For	He	has	regarded	the	lowly	state	of	His	maidservant;	
For	behold,	henceforth	all	generations	will	call	me	blessed.	
For	He	who	is	mighty	has	done	great	things	for	me,	
And	holy	is	His	name.	
And	His	mercy	is	on	those	who	fear	Him	
From	generation	to	generation.	
He	has	shown	strength	with	His	arm;	
He	has	scattered	the	proud	in	the	imagination	of	their	hearts.	
He	has	put	down	the	mighty	from	their	thrones,	
And	exalted	the	lowly.	
He	has	filled	the	hungry	with	good	things,	
And	the	rich	He	has	sent	away	empty.	
He	has	helped	His	servant	Israel,	
In	remembrance	of	His	mercy,	
As	He	spoke	to	our	fathers,	
To	Abraham	and	to	his	seed	forever.”	[Luke	1:46-55]	



	
	 It	is	clear	that	Mary’s	young	heart	and	mind	were	already	thoroughly	saturated	with	the	Word	of	God.	She	
included	not	only	echoes	of	 two	of	Hannah’s	prayers	(1	Sam.	1:11;	2:1-10),	but	also	several	other	allusions	 to	 the	
law,	the	psalms,	and	the	prophets	...	[including	Ps.	34:2;	Ps.	35:9;	Isa.	12:	2,	44:21,	45:21,	51:8,	52:10,	57:15,	61:10;	
Ps.	102:17;	Ps.	136:23;	Gen.	8:21,	30:13;	Mal.	3:12;	Ps.	71:19;	Ps.	126:3;	Ps.	119:9;	Ps.	103:11,	17;	Ps.	98:1,3;	Ps.	
89:10;	Job	34:24;	Ps.	107:9;	Mic.	7:20;	Ps.	105:6-9]	
	 Those	who	 channel	 their	 religious	 energies	 into	 the	 veneration	of	Mary	would	do	well	 to	 learn	 from	 the	
example	of	Mary	herself.	God	 is	 the	only	One	she	magnified.	Notice	how	she	praised	the	glory	and	majesty	of	God	
while	repeatedly	acknowledging	her	own	lowliness.	She	took	no	credit	for	anything	good	in	herself.	But	she	praised	
the	 Lord	 for	 His	 attributes,	 naming	 some	 of	 the	 chief	 ones	 specifically,	 including	 His	 power,	 His	 mercy,	 and	 His	
holiness.	She	freely	confessed	God	as	the	one	who	had	done	great	things	for	her,	and	not	vice	versa.	The	song	is	all	
about	God’s	greatness,	His	glory,	the	strength	of	His	arm,	and	His	faithfulness	across	the	generations.	
	 Mary’s	worship	was	clearly	from	the	heart.	She	was	plainly	consumed	by	the	wonder	of	His	grace	to	her.	She	
seemed	amazed	that	an	absolutely	holy	God	would	so	such	great	things	for	one	as	undeserving	as	she.	This	was	not	
the	prayer	of	one	who	claimed	to	be	conceived	immaculately,	without	the	corruption	of	original	sin.	It	was,	on	the	
contrary,	the	glad	rejoicing	of	one	who	knew	God	intimately	as	her	Savior.	She	would	celebrate	the	fact	that	God’s	
mercy	is	on	those	who	fear	Him,	because	she	herself	feared	God	and	had	received	His	mercy.	And	she	knew	firsthand	
how	God	exalts	the	lowly	and	fills	the	hungry	with	good	things,	because	she	herself	was	a	humble	sinner	who	had	
hungered	and	thirsted	after	righteousness,	and	was	filled.		
	 It	was	customary	in	Jewish	prayers	to	recite	God’s	past	faithfulness	to	His	people	(Ex.	15;	Judg.	5;	Pss.	68;	
78;	 104;	 105;	 114;	 135;	 136;	 145;	 and	 Hab.	 3).	 Mary	 followed	 that	 convention	 here	 in	 abbreviated	 fashion.	 She	
recalled	 how	 God	 had	 helped	 Israel,	 in	 fulfilment	 of	 all	 His	 promises.	 Now	 her	 own	 child	 would	 be	 the	 living	
fulfilment	of	God’s	saving	promise.	No	wonder	Mary’s	heart	overflowed	with	such	praise.	
	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Let’s	praise	the	God	of	all	creation	for	His	wonderful	works!	
	

	
From	Anne	Payne			
	
Spring	in	Mudgee	has	been	so	glorious	according	to	my	friend	Elisabeth	who	lives	there	.	Photo	was	taken	on	my	trip	
home,	the	rain	from	above	has	made	everything	so	green	.	In	fact	we	had	some	storms	—	only	short	lived	—	on	my	
weekend	visit.	Have	seen	photos	like	this	one	but	it	was	a	surprise	.	The	ordered	bales	of	hay	in	the	field	just	as	I	left	
Mudgee	on	the	coach	.	
	
The	Psalms	proclaim	praise	to	God	for	all	His	works,	sending	rain		to	water	the	earth	.	
Psalm	65:	5-13	is	an	example	.	
Our	God	is	worthy	of	all	our	praise	and	worship	for	His	goodness	to	us	.	
	
[Thanks	Anne	 for	 this	photo	and	 for	 the	 text.	 If	 anyone	has	a	 taken	a	photo	 that	glorifies	God	 in	 creation	and	
wants	to	share	it,	please	email	it	to	me	at	hillbillyfewer@gmail.com.	You	could	also	send	in	a	short	description	or	
testimony	too	if	you	feel	led.]	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	



	
	
	
	 	 	 “What	Then”		 a	poem	by	J.	Whitfield	Greene	
	

When	the	great	plants	of	our	cities	
Have	turned	out	their	last	finished	work;	
When	our	merchants	have	sold	their	last	yard	of	silk	
And	dismissed	the	last	tired	clerk;	
When	our	banks	have	raked	in	their	last	dollar	
And	paid	the	last	dividend;	
When	the	Judge	of	the	earth	says,	"Close	for	the	night,"	
And	asks	for	a	balance-WHAT	THEN?	
	
When	the	choir	has	sung	its	last	anthem,	
And	the	preacher	has	made	his	last	prayer;	
When	the	people	have	heard	their	last	sermon,	
And	the	sound	has	died	out	on	the	air;	
When	the	Bible	lies	closed	on	the	altar,	
And	the	pews	are	all	empty	of	men;	
And	each	one	stands	facing	his	record,	
And	the	great	Book	is	opened-WHAT	THEN?	
	
When	the	actors	have	played	their	last	drama,	
And	the	mimic	has	made	his	last	fun;	
When	the	film	has	flashed	its	last	picture,	
And	the	billboard	displayed	its	last	run;	
When	the	crowds	seeking	pleasure	have	vanished	
And	gone	out	in	the	darkness	again;	
When	the	trumpet	of	ages	is	sounded,	
And	we	stand	up	before	Him-WHAT	THEN?	
	
When	the	bugle's	call	sinks	into	silence,	
And	the	long	marching	columns	stand	still;	
When	the	captain	repeats	his	last	orders,	
And	they've	captured	the	last	fort	and	hill;	
And	the	flag	has	been	hauled	from	the	masthead,	
And	the	wounded	afield	checked	in;	
And	a	world	that	rejected	its	Savior,	
Is	asked	for	a	reason-WHAT	THEN?	

	
[Thank	you,	Elaine	and	Mae,	for	this	contribution.]	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
From	David	Hocking,	HFT	Connect	newsletter	
	
"PEACE"	IS	RELATED	TO	THE	FOLLOWING:	
	

1. It	refers	to	the	Messiah	Himself	-	Isaiah	9:6	-	"the	Prince	of	PEACE"	
2. It	refers	to	the	Messiah's	death	-	Colossians	1:20	-	"having	made	PEACE	through	the	blood	of	His	cross"	
3. It	refers	to	the	PEACE	we	have	with	God	when	we	become	believers	in	the	Person	and	work	of	the	Messiah	-	

Romans	5:1	-	"Therefore	being	justified	by	faith,	we	have	PEACE	with	God	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ"	
4. It	refers	to	the	PEACE	which	believers	have	when	we	pray	with	thanksgiving	and	leave	matters	in	the	hands	

of	the	Lord	-	Philippians	4:6-7	-	"the	PEACE	of	God"	
5. It	refers	to	the	PEACE	of	Messiah's	kingdom	-	Isaiah	9:7	-	"Of	the	increase	of	His	government	and	PEACE	

there	shall	be	no	end,	upon	the	throne	of	David,	and	upon	His	kingdom"	
	
MAY	THE	PEACE	OF	MESSIAH	CONTROL	OUR	HEARTS	AND	HOPES	DURING	THIS	COMING	HOLIDAY	SEASON!	
	
[Thank	you,	Anne,	for	this	contribution]	
	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	

	
	
[Thank	you,	Adrian,	for	this	contribution]	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
From	One	for	Israel	website		
[https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-from-israel/a-record-breaking-
breakthrough-year/]	
	
As	mad	and	as	hideous	as	2020	has	been,	there	has	been	breakthrough	after	breakthrough	for	the	gospel	in	Israel.	
There	has	been	much	suffering,	but	it	has	been	precisely	the	hardships	and	insecurities	produced	by	the	pandemic	
that	have	caused	so	many	to	look	up.	
	
As	Israelis	have	been	searching	for	answers,	we	have	been	producing	videos	and	 literature	telling	the	truth	about	
Jesus	as	rapidly	as	God	gives	us	strength!	We’re	seeing	a	voracious	hunt	for	hope	and	insatiable	appetite	for	truth	
across	Israel	and	the	nations.	
	
BINGE-WATCHING	THE	GOSPEL	
	
Over	the	last	ten	years	or	so,	we	have	been	seeing	exponential	growth	in	the	number	of	Israelis	investigating	faith	in	
Jesus,	with	2017	being	a	peak	year	in	numbers	watching	our	evangelistic	videos.	
	
However,	2020	has	broken	all	our	records.	



	
We	now	have	had	a	whopping	154	million	views	of	all	our	videos	put	together,	35	million	of	which	come	from	Israel	
alone.	
	
When	I	tell	you	that	the	population	of	Israel	is	just	9	million,	you	can	see	how	significant	this	breakthrough	is.	
	
We	have	had	6.4	million	views	on	our	Hebrew	language	YouTube	channel	just	this	year!	
	
We’ve	also	had	52.6	million	views	on	our	English	ONE	FOR	ISRAEL	YouTube	channel.	
[https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQDc5idYQE2T6IYKT3bUN7A]	
	
The	quantum	leap	is	staggering.	
	
GOD	OF	THE	BREAKTHROUGH	
	
“I	never	used	 to	be	a	person	of	 faith	or	 religious	 in	any	way	but	one	day	my	 friend	sent	me	a	 link	 to	one	of	your	
videos	that	explains	what	the	Oral	Law	of	the	rabbis	is	really	about.	It	really	interested	me	to	learn	what	happened	
with	rabbinic	Judaism	and	about	the	New	Testament.”	
	
“I	watched	video	after	video	and	started	to	do	my	own	research.”	
	
“Since	I	found	myself	watching	video	after	video	without	stopping	I	decided	that	I	wanted	to	go	deeper	and	sit	with	
someone	who	can	explain	things	to	me	because	I	still	have	a	lot	of	questions.”	
	
This	 person	 then	 asked	 us	 to	 help	 them	 find	 a	 congregation,	 having	 come	 to	 the	 conclusion	 that	 it	 was	 very	
important	to	them.	We	are	receiving	messages	like	this	almost	every	day.	
	
2020	has	been	a	very	intense	year,	but	God	has	been	turning	a	lot	of	the	troubles	to	good.	We	may	feel	everything	is	
breaking,	but	God	is	bringing	breakthrough.	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	 	 	 	 “Transformed”	 	 a	hymn	by	Mrs	F.G.	Burroughs	
	
	

Dear	Lord,	take	up	my	tangled	strands,	
Where	we	have	wrought	in	vain,	
That	by	the	skill	of	Thy	dear	hands	
Some	beauty	may	remain.	
	
Touch	Thou	the	sad,	discordant	keys	
Of	every	troubled	breast,	
And	change	to	peaceful	harmonies	
The	sighings	of	unrest.	
	
Where	broken	vows	in	fragments	lie	—	
The	toil	of	wasted	years,	—	
Do	Thou	make	whole	again,	we	cry,	
And	give	a	song	for	tears.		
	
Take	all	the	failures,	each	mistake	
Of	our	poor,	human	ways,	
Then,	Savior,	for	Thine	own	dear	sake,	
Make	them	show	forth	Thy	praise.		
	
Chorus:	
	
Transformed	by	grace	divine,	
The	glory	shall	be	Thine;	
To	Thy	most	holy	will,	O	Lord,	
We	now	our	all	resign.	
	
	

[Thank	you,	Elaine,	for	this	contribution]	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	



	
“For	to	Us	a	Child	is	Born	—	When	...	the	Secular	Version”		 	 by	Michael	Woolley	
	
	 Many	 Christians	 around	 the	world	will	 set	 up	 their	 Christmas	 trees,	 buy	 presents	 to	 give	 family	 and	
friends,	and	-	depending	on	which	denomination	they	belong	to	-	are	celebrating	the	prophetic	fulfilment	of	the	
birth	 of	 Jesus	Christ	 -	 in	Bethlehem	 (Micah	5:2).	 	Armenian	Apostolic	 and	Eastern	Orthodox	Christians,	 unlike	
Protestants,	 do	 not	 celebrate	 the	 birth	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 on	 December	 25th,	 due	 to	 differences	 between	 the	
Armenian,	Julian	and	Gregorian	calendars.		The	Tanakh	(Jewish	Scripture),	however,	doesn't	identify	the	month	
in	which	the	Messiah	would	be	born,	nor	does	the	Brit	Chadashah	(New	Testament)	identify	the	exact	date	of	His	
birth.	
	 Scripture	does	however	give	us	an	indication	of	the	time	of	year.	
	 “I	bring	you	good	news	that	will	cause	great	joy	for	all	the	people.	Today	in	the	town	of	David	a	Saviour	
has	been	born	to	you;	He	is	the	Messiah,	the	Lord."	(Luke	2:10–11)	
	
When	Was	the	Christ	Born?	
	
	 Although	 Christmas	 in	 December	 is	 a	 well-established	 Christian	 tradition,	 Bible	 scholars	 agree	 that	
December	25th	is	not	the	true	date	of	Jesus’s	birth.	
	 Winter	in	Israel	is	generally	too	cold	at	night	to	be	out	shepherding	flocks,	and	yet	at	the	time	of	Jesus’s	
birth,	the	shepherds	were	in	the	fields	watching	over	their	flocks	at	night	(Luke	2:8).		
	 The	fact	that	shepherds	were	in	the	field	keeping	watch	over	their	sheep	at	night	when	Jesus	was	born	
likely	indicates	that	He	was	not	born	in	the	winter.	Some	scholars	even	suggest	the	sheep	were	brought	under	
cover	between	November	and	March.	Another	point	to	consider	when	determining	the	time	of	year	when	Jesus	
(Jesus)	was	born	is	that	winter	in	Israel	is	not	a	logical	time	to	take	a	census	-	because	of	the	cold	and	rain.	
	 Although	 the	 weather	 can	 be	 mild	 in	 December,	 snow	 in	 the	 Jerusalem	 area	 is	 a	 semi-frequent	
occurrence.	Just	days	ago,	for	instance,	Jerusalem	even	saw	more	than	a	foot	of	snow,	causing	major	disruptions	
to	 transportation	 and	power.	 	Flooding	 in	 southern	 Israel	 also	 resulted	 in	 two	men	dying	when	 their	 car	was	
washed	away.	
	 So	the	fact	that	Yosef	(Joseph)	and	Miriam	(Mary)	had	gone	to	Beit	Lechem	(Bethlehem)	to	register	for	a	
census	is	a	good	indication	that	they	were	travelling	in	a	warmer,	drier	season		(Luke	2:1–5).		When	they	arrived,	
Jerusalem	and	Bethlehem	were	so	crowded	that	no	accommodations	were	available	at	the	inn.	 	Such	crowding	
would	have	been	more	typical	during	one	of	the	three	pilgrimage	feasts:	Pesach	(Passover),	Shavuot	(Pentecost)	
or	Sukkot	(Tabernacles/Booths).	
	 “While	they	were	there,	the	time	came	for	the	baby	to	be	born,	and	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn,	a	son.	
She	wrapped	Him	in	cloths	and	placed	Him	in	a	manger,	because	there	was	no	guest	room	available	for	them.”	
(Luke	2:6–7).	 	With	 that	 in	mind,	 it	 is	 likely	 that	 Jesus	was	 born	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 harvest,	 during	 the	Biblical	
holiday	of	Sukkot,	in	fulfilment	of	Ezekiel's	prophecy	that	one	day	the	Lord	would	"tabernacle"	with	His	people.	
	 “My	dwelling	place	 [mishkan—tabernacle]	will	be	with	 them;	 I	will	be	 their	God,	and	 they	will	be	My	
people.”	(Ezekiel	37:27)	
	
Birthdays	and	the	Culture	of	the	Time	
	
	 “The	end	of	a	matter	is	better	than	its	beginning,	and	patience	is	better	than	pride.”	(Ecclesiastes	7:8)	
Jesus	was	born	 into	a	completely	 Jewish,	Hebraic	 culture	where	 the	date	of	one’s	death	was	remembered	and	
observed	 rather	 than	 the	 date	 of	 one’s	 birth.		 This	 could	 explain	why	we	 are	 certain	 of	 the	 date	 of	His	 death	
(Passover),	but	not	clear	on	the	date	of	His	birth.	
	 How,	then,	did	December	25th	come	to	be	celebrated	as	the	day	of	Jesus’s	birth,	and	what	is	the	origin	of	
the	festival	of	Christmas?	
	 It	was	certainly	not	included	in	the	early	celebrations	of	the	Christian	church.	
	 The	Catholic	Encyclopaedia	explains	that	“Christmas	was	not	among	the	earliest	festivals	of	the	Church.	
Irenaeus	and	Tertullian	[early	Church	fathers]	do	not	show	it	on	their	list	of	feasts.”	
	 Later,	when	churches	 in	different	parts	of	 the	world	began	celebrating	 the	birthday	of	 Jesus,	 they	had	
various	 opinions	 as	 to	 the	 correct	 date.	 It	was	 not	 until	 the	 latter	 part	 of	 the	 fourth	 century	 that	 the	 Roman	
Church	began	observing	December	25th.	
	 By	the	fifth	century,	it	was	decreed	that	the	birth	of	Jesus	would	be	forever	observed	on	this	date,	even	
though	this	was	the	day	of	the	old	Roman	feast	of	the	birth	of	Sol,	one	of	the	names	of	the	sun-god.	
	 Mithraism—a	 large,	pagan,	 sun	worship	cult—fostered	 the	celebration	of	December	25th	as	a	holiday	
throughout	the	Roman	and	Greek	worlds.	This	winter	festival	was	called	"the	nativity"	and	"the	Nativity	of	the	
sun."	
	 This	type	of	cult	even	reached	Israel.	
	 Semiramis,	 the	Queen	of	Babylon,	 (also	called	 the	Queen	of	Heaven	and	 Ishtar)	also	contaminated	 the	
Israelites’	worship	of	God	with	Baal	worship	(Jeremiah	7:18,	44:17).	
	 Her	influence	spread	far	and	wide	because	she	ordered	the	ancient	world	to	celebrate	the	birth	of	her	
son	Tammuz,	who	was	apparently	believed	 to	be	 the	 reincarnation	of	her	 son	 (Nimrod).	 She	 then	proclaimed	
Tammuz	to	be	the	sun	god.	
	 Semiramis	set	December	25th	as	the	date	of	her	son's	birth,	who	came	to	be	associated	with	Baal,	on	the	
advice	of	her	astrologers,	since	the	sun	is	at	its	farthest	point	from	the	earth	during	the	winter	solstice.	



	 “The	children	gather	wood,	the	fathers	light	the	fire	and	the	women	knead	the	dough	and	make	cakes	to	
offer	to	the	Queen	of	Heaven.	They	pour	out	drink	offerings	to	other	gods	to	arouse	my	anger.”	(Jeremiah	7:18)	
	 Over	time,	the	sun	god	came	to	be	worshiped	throughout	the	ancient	world	on	December	25th.	It	was	a	
time	of	orgies,	drunkenness,	and	the	sacrificing	of	infants	to	the	pagan	god,	Baal.	
	 Because	this	feast	was	so	popular	among	the	pagan	population	of	Greece	and	Rome,	the	date	was	simply	
adopted	as	the	time	of	the	birth	of	Jesus	by	the	Roman	Church.	
	
Gift-giving,	Saturnalia	and	Violence		
	
	 Many	customs	associated	with	the	season—the	giving	of	gifts,	house-to-house	carolling,	and	the	general	
rejoicing	 and	 festivity	 derived	 from	 this	 winter	 festival	 of	 Saturnalia—are	 a	 remnant	 of	 paganism	 that	 has	
remained	attached	to	the	Christian	Church.	
	 The	Christians	who	first	observed	the	birth	of	 Jesus	on	December	25th	did	not	do	so	thinking	that	He	
was	actually	born	on	 that	day.	 	Because	 the	pagan	winter	 festival	of	Saturnalia	was	celebrated	on	 that	date	 in	
Rome,	they	were	willing	to	have	this	pagan	holiday	metamorphosed	into	a	Christian	one.	
	 Due	 to	 the	 pagan	 origin	 of	 Christmas	 and	 the	 violence	 and	 excess	 associated	 with	 it,	 the	 Puritans	
(Christians	from	the	Church	of	England)	actually	banned	Christmas	altogether.	In	the	US	State	of	Massachusetts,	
the	 observance	 of	 Christmas	was	 illegal	 between	1659	 and	1681.	 Louisiana	was	 the	 first	US	 state	 to	 institute	
Christmas	as	a	holiday	only	as	recently	as	1830.	
	 Despite	its	association	with	paganism,	Christmas	was,	and	still	is,	celebrated	by	most	Christians.	
	 Beside	the	ties	to	Saturnalia	and	Mithraism	that	discredit	the	celebration	of	Christmas,	violence	against	
the	Jews	on	Christmas	understandably	blackened	the	holiday	among	the	Jewish	People.	
	 According	 to	 David	 Kertzer,	 in	 his	 book	 The	 Popes	 Against	 the	 Jews:	 The	 Vatican’s	 Role	 in	 the	 Rise	 of	
Modern	Anti-Semitism,	throughout	the	18th	and	19th	centuries,	Jewish	rabbis	of	the	ghetto	in	Rome	were	forced	
to	wear	 clownish	 outfits	 and	march	 through	 the	 city	 streets	 to	 the	 jeers	 of	 the	 crowd,	 pelted	 by	 a	 variety	 of	
projectile	objects	as	part	of	the	Saturnalia	carnival	(p.	74).	
	 In	1836,	the	Jewish	community	of	Rome	sent	a	petition	to	Pope	Gregory	XVI	pleading	with	him	to	stop	
the	annual	Saturnalia	abuse	of	the	Jewish	community,	to	which	the	Pope	responded,	“It	is	not	opportune	to	make	
any	innovation.”	
	 And	 on	 December	 25,	 1881,	 riots	 broke	 out	 across	 Poland	when	 Christian	 leaders	 incited	 the	 Polish	
masses	into	an	anti-Semitic	frenzy	-	12	Jews	were	murdered	in	Warsaw,	many	injured,	and	many	Jewish	women	
raped.	Two	million	roubles	worth	of	Jewish	property	was	destroyed.	
	
The	Origins	of	Christmas	Customs	
	
	 Although	many	Christians	and	Messianic	Jews	do	not	celebrate	Christmas	because	of	 its	pagan	origins,	
the	season	of	Christmas	is	a	joyous	time	with	deep	significance	for	many	other	Christians.	
	 With	 the	 pagan	 origins	 of	 Christmas	 trees	 forgotten	 and	 /	 or	 dismissed	 as	 irrelevant	 today,	 many	
Christians	consider	the	tree	to	be	a	symbolic	reminder	of	how	Jesus	became	a	curse	for	us	by	hanging	on	a	tree.	
	 “Jesus	redeemed	us	 from	the	curse	of	 the	 law	by	becoming	a	curse	 for	us—for	 it	 is	written,	 ‘Cursed	 is	
everyone	who	is	hanged	on	a	tree.’”	(Galatians	3:13)	
	 Although	many	consider	modern-day	Christmas	customs	helpful	in	sharing	the	joy	of	Jesus	and	the	glory	
of	God	among	family,	friends	and	neighbours,	one	should	know	the	history	of	the	traditions	they	keep.	
	 While	the	custom	of	decorating	a	Christmas	tree	dates	back	only	a	few	centuries,	the	principle	behind	it	
is	ancient.	 	Pagans	had	a	custom	of	worshiping	 trees	 in	 the	 forest	 (Jeremiah	7:18),	 or	bringing	 them	 into	 their	
homes	and	decorating	them	(Jeremiah	10:3–4),	and	this	observance	was	adopted	by	the	Christian	Church.	
	 Furthermore,	sacred	trees	as	symbols	of	the	life	force	were	also	associated	with	Canaanite	cults.	
	 Cylinder	seals	dating	from	the	Late	Bronze	Age	often	show	a	worshiper	standing	in	front	of	a	tree.	Other	
seals	dating	from	the	8th	to	the	10th	centuries	BC,	which	depict	a	tree	flanked	by	worshipers,	have	been	found	at	
the	Lachish,	Beth	Shemesh,	Gibeon,	Samaria,	and	Megiddo	archaeological	sites	in	Israel.	
	 A	 drawing	 of	 a	 sacred	 tree	with	 lily	 flowers	 being	 eaten	 by	 two	 ibex	was	 discovered	 on	 a	 jar	 at	 the	
religious	centre	of	Kuntillet	Ajrud.	Gold	pendants	of	the	Late	Bronze	Age	from	Tel	al-Ajjul	(near	Gaza)	and	from	
Ugarit	 show	 stylized	 trees	 growing	 out	 of	 a	 formalized	 goddess,	 according	 to	 The	 Harper	 Atlas	 of	 the	 Bible	
(pp.101–102).	
	 These	female	deities	could	well	have	been	the	Asherah	or	Astarte	who	are	often	mentioned	in	the	Jewish	
Scriptures	(Tanakh/	Old	Testament)	as	the	consort	of	the	weather	god	Baal.	
	 "The	Israelites	did	evil	in	the	eyes	of	the	Lord;	they	forgot	the	Lord	their	God	and	served	the	Baals	and	
the	Asherahs."	(Judges	3:7)	
	 In	at	least	10	Bible	references,	the	"green	tree"	or	“grove”	is	associated	with	idolatry	and	false	worship.	
	 "They	also	 set	up	 for	 themselves	high	places,	 sacred	 stones	 and	Asherah	poles	on	every	high	hill	 and	
under	every	spreading	tree."	(1	Kings	14:23)	
	
Christmas	Today	
	
	 In	light	of	these	facts,	many	Messianic	Jews	and	born-again	Christians	choose	not	to	celebrate	Christmas	
in	 any	 form	whatsoever.	Others	 continue	 to	 celebrate	December	25th	 as	 Jesus’s	 birthday	while	 seeing	Him	 in	
every	light,	tree	and	gift.	



	 It	 is	 important	 to	refrain	 from	condemning	 those	who	choose	 to	celebrate	Christmas,	as	well	as	 those	
who	choose	not	to,	for	God	knows	and	judges	the	intentions	of	our	hearts:	
	 “The	LORD	does	not	 look	at	the	things	people	 look	at.	People	 look	at	the	outward	appearance,	but	the	
LORD	looks	at	the	heart."	(1	Samuel	16:7)	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Christians	singing	together	in	church!	
	
Hark!	The	Herald	Angels	Sing--Tabernacle	Presbyterian	Church	
	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI0zC3pBaP0	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
	
	

Glory	in	the	Highest	
	

Now	there	were	in	the	same	country	shepherds	living	out	in	the	fields,	keeping	watch	over	their	flock	by	
night.	And	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	before	them,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	them,	
and	they	were	greatly	afraid.	Then	the	angel	said	to	them,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	for	behold,	I	bring	you	good	
tidings	of	 great	 joy	which	will	be	 to	all	people.	 For	 there	 is	born	 to	you	 this	day	 in	 the	 city	of	David	a	
Savior,	who	is	Christ	the	Lord.	And	this	will	be	the	sign	to	you:	You	will	find	a	Babe	wrapped	in	swaddling	
cloths,	lying	in	a	manger.”	
	
And	suddenly	there	was	with	the	angel	a	multitude	of	the	heavenly	host	praising	God	and	saying:	
“Glory	to	God	in	the	highest,	And	on	earth	peace,	goodwill	toward	men!”	
	
So	it	was,	when	the	angels	had	gone	away	from	them	into	heaven,	that	the	shepherds	said	to	one	another,	
“Let	us	now	go	to	Bethlehem	and	see	this	thing	that	has	come	to	pass,	which	the	Lord	has	made	known	to	
us.”	And	they	came	with	haste	and	 found	Mary	and	Joseph,	and	the	Babe	 lying	 in	a	manger.	Now	when	
they	had	seen	Him,	they	made	widely	known	the	saying	which	was	told	them	concerning	this	Child.	And	
all	those	who	heard	it	marvelled	at	those	things	which	were	told	them	by	the	shepherds.	But	Mary	kept	
all	 these	things	and	pondered	them	in	her	heart.	Then	the	shepherds	returned,	glorifying	and	praising	
God	for	all	the	things	that	they	had	heard	and	seen,	as	it	was	told	them.	

	
[Luke	2:8-20]	

	
	
	
	

	


